
Research & Engineering Services 

Contract Requirements 

Issues and Expectations

Terri Marts, D.Sc. Vice President
RES Program Manager

Filename Marts March 08, 2011



2

URS Overview

• URS Corporation

– a fully integrated engineering, construction and technical 

services organization with the capabilities to support every stage 

of the project life cycle. 

• Our work is focused in four key market sectors:

– Federal

– Infrastructure

– Power and Industrial

– Commercial

• Within each of these markets, our comprehensive skills and 

expertise are a valued resource to clients around the world in 

over 40 countries. 
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URS Company Highlights

• Highlights

– 46,500 plus employees

– # 2 Design Firm, ‘Engineering News Record’

– # 7 Engineering and Construction Firm, ‘Fortune’

– Revenues over $ 9.25 Billion in FY 09

– Established in 1904 with Headquarters today in San Francisco, 

CA

– Visit us at www.urscorp.com

http://www.urscorp.com/
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RES Contract 

• NETL Research & Engineering Services (RES) contract was 

awarded to URS by NETL with a start up date on 11/15/09 

• The URS Team provides research and engineering services to 

the Office of Research and Development (ORD) at NETL. 

• Responsible for providing skilled personnel, facilities, 

equipment, materials, supplies and services to support NETL's 

basic and applied energy research and its implementation of 

technology developments based on that research, and for 

providing corresponding infrastructure needs. 



5

RES Contract  

• Team members:

– URS Corporation

– Midwest Research Institute

– Five Tier One regional universities consisting of Carnegie Mellon 

University, West Virginia University, University of Pittsburgh, 

Penn State University and Virginia Tech. (also known as the 

University Energy Partnership – UEP)

• We are dedicated to enabling research to be conducted with the 

highest degree of technical excellence, and for providing 

infrastructure and administrative functions that sustain 

research to be carried out with the highest degree of 

managerial efficiency and expediency. 
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URS Commitment to NETL Success

• Commitment – As stated by David Pethick, President, URS 

Global Management & Operations Services, “Our commitment 

to NETL’s success stretches beyond this project. The quest for 

clean, affordable energy from fossil fuels is critical to the 

environment, central to our success as a company, and will 

impact the quality of life enjoyed by our children’s children. Our 

commitment to NETL’s mission is strong and unwavering.”

• URS Credo – “Our success is measured by our client’s 

success.”
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Research Grant

• A Research Grant is:

– A financial assistance mechanism providing money, property, or both to an 

eligible entity to provide research in a particular area or field.  

– The objectives of the research are defined in a general fashion without any 

formed detailed stipulation as to the direction of such research.   

– Support is not tied to a specific performance outcome nor can it be retracted as a 

function of performance.  

– The non-profit may jointly own any innovations arising from the project (new 

software, product, or process).

• Typically, there is no substantial programmatic involvement 

with the recipient during performance of the grant.
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Research Contract

• A Research Contract is:
– A formal agreement between legal entities for the procurement of research and 

development efforts.  

– Research contracts provide financial support to a university researcher to 

conduct research in a particular area or field under specific stipulations and 

conditions.  

– These conditions specifically outline the scope and nature of the research, define 

deliverables, establish ownership, patent rights and licensing arrangements.

– Contractor approval or review is typically required prior to transfer of knowledge. 

• Typically, there is substantial programmatic involvement with 

the recipient during performance of a contract. 

• RES and its activities operate as a Research Contract in 

contrast to a Research Grant
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Research Contract Expectations

• Research Contract Checklist:
– Provide ideas and input on Research Program Development

– Finalize and agree on a Scope of Work with URS & NETL 

• Participate in Team/Subteam research efforts and meetings

• Technical Plan, Finances, Schedules and Resources

• Perform research to the highest ethical standards and in accordance with University 

policies on ‘Conduct of Research’.

– Execute the Scope of Work 

• Communicate Changes, Get Approvals (SOW, Travel, Equipment & Staffing)

• Provide Reports (Monthly Status, Technical, Cost & Publications)

• Work within Budget Constraints

• Enter Expenses monthly to ensure timely University billing

• Notify URS of any proposed changes regarding student researchers 

– Obtain Necessary Training 

• On site work

• Accountable Property and use of Government Equipment

• Publications / Presentations of NETL related research

• Funding flow – research controls

– Understanding the uniqueness of this collaborative environment

• Use the NETL-RUA website as a tool to assist you with project related issues
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Review of Critical Contract Items  

• Points of Discussion

– Contact 

– Contract Awards

– Site Access

– Travel

– Reporting

– Procurement

– Notification of Intent to Publish or Present

– Training 
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Key Resources – RES Contract

• Overview of Contacts:

– Who to contact – Key Personnel

• URS Activity Manager – assigned to each & every project also 

referred to as the Subcontractor Technical Representative (STR)

– Reference Guide (provided with this presentation)

• URS Focus Area Managers  

– Chris Montgomery – CBS, Christopher.Montgomery@ur.netl.doe.gov, 

304-285-2057  

– Mark Williams – ESD, Mark.Williams@ur.netl.doe.gov, 304-285-4344   

– Doug Wyatt – GES, Douglas.Wyatt@ur.netl.doe.gov, 304-285-4344

– Vijay Jain – MSE, Vijay.Jain@ur.netl.doe.gov, 541-918-4451 

• Consortium Area Leaders – University Leadership  

– Andy Gellman – CMU, gellman@cmu.edu, 412-268-3848

– Brian Gleeson – Pitt, bmg36@pitt.edu, 412-648-1185

– Dan Haworth – PSU, dch12@psu.edu, 814-863-6269

– Roe-Hoan Yoon – VT, ryoon@vt.edu, 540-231-7056

– Dick Bajura – WVU, richard.bajura@mail.wvu.edu, 304-293-2867

mailto:Christopher.Montgomery@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:Mark.Williams@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:Douglas.Wyatt@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:Vijay.Jain@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:gellman@cmu.edu
mailto:bmg36@pitt.edu
mailto:dch12@psu.edu
mailto:ryoon@vt.edu
mailto:richard.bajura@mail.wvu.edu
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Contract Awards 

• Contract Project Awards to Universities

– Issued by URS contracts

• Terry McLane – terry.mclane@wsms.com, 803-502-5747

• Colleen Vollmer – colleen.vollmer@ur.netl.doe.gov, 412-386-7535

– Issued directly to University Business Offices

• Information provided to Consortium Area Leads on weekly calls 

– Any & all changes in University Project scope, cost or 

modification will be routed through contracts 

– Each project, at each University carries a singularly unique task 

release number which provides direct reference to all project 

work

mailto:terry.mclane@wsms.com
mailto:colleen.vollmer@ur.netl.doe.gov
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Contract Research Timeline  
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Site Access 

• Temporary Badging 

– Arriving On-Site at NETL

• Day Visit – US Citizen – Visitor Badges

– 24 hour notification required, contact URS activity manager 

• Day Visit – Foreign National – Visitor Badges

– Clearance required (30-45 day minimum dependent on country of 

origin), contact URS activity manager or Darcy Sucevich, 

darcy.sucevich@ur.netl.doe.gov, 412-386-5000

• Permanent Badging

– Per NETL Procedures

– Pertinent Personal information must be collected for all those 

seeking picture badges 

– Information entered into an personnel tracking system before 

one can receive a permanent badge

– Associated faculty, students and post-docs will be added as 

information is received

mailto:darcy.sucevich@ur.netl.doe.gov
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Site Access (cont) 

• Access rules while on site vary depending on the citizenship of 

the individual

– US citizen

– Foreign National 

– Sensitive Foreign National 

• Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, China, Georgia, Hong Kong, 

India, Iraq, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Libya, Macau, Moldova, 

Pakistan, Russia, Taiwan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 

Uzbekistan 

– State Sponsors of Terrorism – NOT allowed on NETL sites and 

NOT allowed to work on NETL projects unless specifically 

approved by the Secretary of Energy 

• Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Sudan and Syria

– Facility, Computer & LAN access will also vary
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Foreign Nationals 

• Foreign Nationals at NETL 

– Access to the site must be approved by the NETL Foreign Visits 

& Assignments Manager (Kerry Witte) 

– URS will assist in facilitating Foreign National access

• Contact the URS Activity Manager or Darcy Sucevich, 

darcy.sucevich@ur.netl.doe.gov, 412-386-5000 

– Security Plans must be developed for each Foreign National

• Defines permissible facilities and areas of access

• Defines site access times

• Notes the host and alternates

– Escort while on site is not necessary during approved access 

times – typically 7:30 to 5:00 pm

– Allow minimum of 30 days for processing of Foreign Nationals

– Allow minimum of 45 days for processing of Sensitive Foreign 

Nationals

mailto:darcy.sucevich@ur.netl.doe.gov
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Travel - Domestic
– Local Travel 

• Any travel that is completed in a single day and does not include 

any airfare may be considered local travel. This will include travel 

from the universities to the NETL sites as well as to other project 

related local destinations for meetings. Reimbursements for this 

type of local travel will be made without the necessity of a Travel 

Authorization for mileage, tolls and parking. No per diem expense 

for M&IE will be considered for reimbursement as local 

travel. Travel to an NETL site or other local destination that 

requires reimbursement of expenses beyond mileage, tolls and 

parking requires the use of a Travel Authorization.

– Non-Local Travel

• Any travel that includes an overnight stay, airfare or meals will be 

considered non-local travel & must have been pre-approved through 

the normal Travel Authorization process (Form 540.8-14).  This 

includes travel to and from NETL sites and any other project related 

travel that includes airfare or an overnight stay
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Travel – Domestic & Foreign

– URS is seeking pre-approval on specific trips requested in the 

University FY 11 cost plans.  Universities will be notified when 

approval of these trips is obtained.

– Principal Investigators who did not identify specific trips in their 

final cost plans must obtain travel authorization prior to travel 

(Form 540.8-14).

• Foreign Travel 

– May be approved on the RES contract (Form 551.1-1)

– Must be cleared with NETL Team Leader before paperwork 

initiation - contact Paul Deffenbaugh of URS for guidance, 

paul.deffenbaugh@ur.netl.doe.gov, 412-386-6070 or URS 

Activity Manager

– 60 Day notification required

– Final Travel approval is obtained through the Secretary of 

Energy’s office

mailto:paul.deffenbaugh@ur.netl.doe.gov
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Notice of Intent to Publish 

• A Notice of Intent (NOI) to publish or present a paper, or 

present a poster, is required by NETL for all intellectual 

property and research work performed under the RES contract 

for presentation or publication as follows:

– PowerPoint /Oral Presentation

– Poster Presentation

– Paper

– Manuscript

– Abstracts *

*If submitting abstracts for acceptance to a conference, meeting, publication, etc., you will 

still be required to give notice of intent for the related presentation or publication prior to its 

release date.
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Notice of Intent to Publish (p2) 

• Purpose of Notification:

– Ensures that a database record is maintained for all papers and 

presentations based on the work under the university 

subcontracts

– It provides a quality assurance check so that all work submitted 

follows subcontract stipulations and NETL guidelines as 

appropriate

– It provides NETL the opportunity to review & comment on the 

work

• Submission is required at least thirty days (30) prior to release.

• NETL reserves the right to remove its name/reference from any 

materials planned for release
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Reporting 

• Cost Reporting 

– University Accounting Offices report their task incurred costs to 

the RES business offices monthly.

• Technical Reporting 

– Principal Investigators (PIs) report research progress monthly to 

your URS Activity Manager for incorporation into the URS 

monthly reporting deliverable.

– Principal Investigators report research results per SOW 

requirements

• Annual Reports 

– CALs annually report accomplishments, research productivity, 

growth activities, research highlights, special awards,  honors & 

recognitions and external grants/proposals 

• Publications 

– Principal Investigators to submit all NETL-RUA publications upon 

completion of publication work.
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Procurement 

• Equipment 

– Universities are not authorized to purchase ‘accountable 

property’. (Accountable Property Guide previously provide to all 

PIs).  Please route requests for this property through URS 

Activity Manager.  URS will procure and ship to the Universities.

• Subcontracts 

– Universities are not authorized to procure subcontract services.   

URS will place necessary subcontracts for the PI.  Please 

discuss any request with URS Activity Manager.  

• Software 

– Procurements of software may be made with approval from the 

URS Procurement Representative (Gordon Shaffer, 

gordon.shaffer@wsms.com, 304-225-5137). Please route 

request through URS Activity Manager.  

• Supplies & Materials 

– Procurements may be made for certain supplies & materials.  

Consult your URS activity manager for support of this effort.

mailto:gordon.shaffer@wsms.com
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Required Training 

• All NETL, URS and University Personnel must complete NETL 

provided general, safety and project specific training before 

performing research

• General Training

– Security training immediately upon entering the site the first time

– Cyber Security Training in order to use NETL desktop computers 

& subsequent Security Refresher

• User name & password issued upon completion

– Computer Based Training Modules

• Coordinated through URS Activity Managers (& FN hosts)

• Requires personnel to complete CBT Hazards Survey

• Assistance to be provided through RES and/or NETL

• Results in 10-15 required modules

• Allow 30 minutes per module

• Recurring Annual Training
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Specialized Training 

• Safety Training

– Most handled through computer courses 

– Annual training for numerous modules

– Various other training offerings as needed & when identified

• Project Specific Training

– Varies by Project Needs

• Relevant to Hazards associated with project operations

• May require acknowledgement with project specific documentation

– Standard Operating Procedures & Vendor Manuals

– Hazard Charts & Approved Mitigations

• May require hands-on experience

– Identified by the URS Activity manager or NETL Team Lead

– Completion of Project Training requirements - Captured on Standard 

NETL form & placed in the official SARS project file

– Personnel not permitted in the laboratory (unless escorted by Team 

Leader or designee) until form is completed, signed and placed in file

– Operation of laboratory equipment not permitted until completion
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Summary 

• Key Points of Entry to NETL

– NETL Team Leader – Subteam Manager

– URS Focus Area Manager

– URS Activity Manager

– Consortium Area Lead at your University

– Members Only portion of website

• NETL-RUA Share point, Access information will be emailed to all 

Principal Investigators and Associated Researchers

?? Questions ? ?  
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Supplemental Information 



27

Requests for Travel/Training Authorization 

and Approval of Foreign Travel 
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NETL-RUA FY 11 Activity Managers 

Contact  Information 

christopher.montgomery@ur.netl.doe.gov

304-285-2057

kevin.resnik@ur.netl.doe.gov

412-386-5015

stephen.carpenter@ur.netl.doe.gov

304-285-1312

edward.robey@ur.netl.doe.gov

304-285-4325

travis.kirby@ur.netl.doe.gov

304-285-4198

alka.jain@ur.netl.doe.gov

541-918-4482

w.sams@ur.netl.doe.gov (Neal)

304-285-4068

richard.bergen@ur.netl.doe.gov (Mike)

304-285-1316

jeffery.ilconich@ur.netl.doe.gov

412-386-6862

joel.siegel@ur.netl.doe.gov

412-386-7458

dustin.crandall@ur.netl.doe.gov

304-285-1384

vijay.jain@ur.netl.doe.gov

541-918-4451

paul.zandhuis@ur.netl.doe.gov

412-386-4712

tom.kalapos@ur.netl.doe.gov

412-386-4096

kevin.moore@ur.netl.doe.gov

304-285-4018

jinesh.jain@ur.netl.doe.gov

412-386-7470

mailto:christopher.montgomery@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:kevin.resnik@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:stephen.carpenter@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:edward.robey@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:travis.kirby@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:alka.jain@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:w.sams@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:Richard.bergen@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:jeffery.ilconich@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:joel.siegel@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:dustin.crandall@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:vijay.jain@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:paul.zandhuis@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:tom.kalapos@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:kevin.moore@ur.netl.doe.gov
mailto:Jinesh.jain@ur.netl.doe.gov
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Project Summary 
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